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IN RECOGNITION OF THE MEM-

BERS OF THE VINTONDALE VET-
ERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 
AND KNITTERS FROM THE 
JOHNSTOWN REGION 

HON. MARK S. CRITZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 24, 2011 

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the members of the Vintondale Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars post, the needle arts 
club of the Nanty Glo Senior Center, and the 
In-Stitches Sewing Club of the SS. Gregory 
and Barnabas Roman Catholic Church for 
their consorted effort to comfort our wounded 
troops and their families. 

Together, these groups recently provided 
100 handcrafted blankets to wounded service 
members at Walter Reed Army Medical Cen-
ter and the National Naval Medical Center in 
Bethesda right before the holiday season. 

Organized by Joseph Gresko and Charles 
Sago, two members of Post 5211 VFW, the 
project was part of a tradition in helping vet-
erans and active duty service members. Mr. 
Gresko and Mr. Sago requested the assist-
ance of women in the community to knit these 
comforting gifts for our brave men and 
women. Marge Younkin, and her fellow mem-
bers of the needle arts club at the Nanty Glo 
Senior Center, and Eleanor Chromy, and her 
fellow members of the In-Stitches Sewing Club 
of the SS. Gregory and Barnabas Catholic 
Church, answered the call. With a donation 
from the church’s Altar and Rosary Society 
and contributions of yarn from other individ-
uals, these women set out to work. 

Their efforts not only touched the lives of 
the service members that received the blan-
kets, but also earned the participants recogni-
tion as ‘‘Persons of the Week’’ in the local 
newspaper, the Johnstown Tribune-Democrat, 
for their generosity and care. Performing this 
act of kindness for our brave men and women 
was not about receiving accolades for these 
individuals. As Mr. Sago has stated, these 
gifts are reminders that there are people these 
soldiers never knew who truly appreciate what 
they have done. 

Upon delivering the blankets to our wound-
ed service members, I let them know that 
these gifts were a token of our appreciation for 
the service and sacrifice they have made, and 
continue to make, on behalf of a grateful na-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to honor the indi-
viduals in the Johnstown community who gen-
erously dedicated their time, talent, and heart 
for this worthy project. 
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INSTRUCTING CERTAIN COMMIT-
TEES TO REPORT LEGISLATION 
REPLACING THE JOB-KILLING 
HEALTH CARE LAW 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 20, 2011 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to House Resolution 9, 
which instructs authorizing committees to de-

velop legislation replacing existing healthcare 
laws. While I applaud the majority’s intention 
to finally present their own comprehensive so-
lutions to the health care crisis in this country, 
I note that they don’t need a resolution by the 
entire House to do so. Committees can de-
velop legislation on their own at any time. 
Moreover, I reject the idea that the Patients 
Protection and Affordable Care Act must be 
‘‘replaced.’’ The PPACA represents a century 
of effort by people of all political persuasions 
to give people the peace of mind that comes 
from knowing they have access to affordable 
care. No law is ever perfect. Certainly, all leg-
islation can all be improved and I welcome the 
opportunity to further the progress made by 
the 111th Congress on health care reform. 

Furthermore, current law meets most, if not 
all, of the goals identified in today’s resolution. 
Since health care reform passed, the economy 
has grown, more than a million jobs have 
been created and thousands of small busi-
nesses have used tax credits to begin offering 
employees coverage for the first time. In order 
to foster competition and choice, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services recently 
established a website where people can com-
pare policies and when the exchanges launch 
in 2014, individuals and small businesses will 
select from a wide range of carriers competing 
for their business. Patients now have the right 
to choose their own primary care physician 
and women don’t have to ask permission to 
see an obstetrician. Insurance carriers cannot 
arbitrarily deny care and patients have a ro-
bust right to repeal when company bureau-
crats override doctors. Children cannot be de-
nied coverage for pre-existing conditions and 
soon all Americans will enjoy that protection. 

When PPACA is fully implemented, 32 mil-
lion people will have coverage who never had 
it before, millions more will be able to afford 
coverage more easily, and seniors will not pay 
so dearly for prescription drugs. All of these 
actions can be done while extending Medicare 
solvency by twelve years by reducing waste, 
fraud and abuse and while slashing the deficit 
by $1.4 trillion over the next twenty years. 

The Republican plan introduced in the 
House last session would cover just 3 million 
more Americans by 2019—leaving 51 million 
Americans uninsured in 2019. That plan re-
duced the deficit by $68 billion over the next 
10 years—far less than the law we passed— 
and offered none of the cost savings and con-
sumer protections that make health care re-
form work for all Americans. I sincerely hope 
Republicans offer more substantial solutions 
this session. 

Finally, one goal of today’s resolution that I 
must take issue with is the provision regarding 
abortion. Nothing in the PPACA allows for tax-
payer funded abortions and I would strenu-
ously object to any new laws that further re-
stricted a woman’s right to choose or allow 
medical professionals to deny legitimate serv-
ices based on their own religious beliefs. 
There is no reason why the healthcare options 
for women—participating in insurance ex-
changes should be any different than they are 
for women who can afford coverage on their 
own. 

LET’S HELP ALL AMERICANS 
ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM 
OF HOMEOWNERSHIP 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 24, 2011 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I recently intro-
duced the Homebuyer Tax Credit Renewal Act 
of 2011 (H.R. 330), which will reinstate both 
the $8000 first-time homebuyer credit and the 
$6500 long-time homebuyer credit for a period 
of 1 year. 

According to the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS), 479,622 homebuyers claimed the credit 
in 2009. While the numbers for 2010 are not 
yet available, there is no doubt that the tax 
credit was instrumental in helping many first- 
time buyers achieve the American dream of 
homeownership by increasing down-payments 
and lowering monthly mortgage payments. 

Homeownership is one of the best ways for 
working Americans to accumulate assets for 
retirement and to ensure neighborhoods are 
stable and well-maintained. Homeowners are 
also able to benefit from tax deductions like 
the mortgage interest and property tax deduc-
tions. 

Homeownership also benefits children in nu-
merous ways. Children of homeowners score 
better on academic tests, graduate at a higher 
rate, have fewer behavioral problems, and 
enjoy a better social environment. Living in an 
owned home is also a predictor of future suc-
cess, as homeowners’ children earn more 
than renters’ children, are less likely to be on 
welfare, and are more likely to become home-
owners themselves. 

I hope that my colleagues will join me in co- 
sponsoring this important legislation 
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WE MUST DEBATE ABOUT 
VIOLENCE IN OUR SOCIETY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 24, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, our Nation has 
long labored under a stigma of violence. 

An estimated one in four women will experi-
ence domestic violence in their lifetime. 30% 
of all students through grade six will experi-
ence bullying, either as victims or perpetrators. 

Domestic violence, spousal abuse, child 
abuse, violence in our schools, gang violence, 
racial violence and violence against those we 
perceive to be different than us remain preva-
lent. 

So what should we do? 
What if we had an organized approach to 

dealing with violence in our society? What if 
we treated violence as phenomenon that could 
be addressed, diminished and resolved? 

We have always been told that war is inevi-
table. That violence is inevitable. 

We must challenge these notions. Govern-
ment has a role in creating an organized ap-
proach to addressing violence and to create 
structures to lessen violence and its impact on 
our lives. 

We cannot wait for more tragic events to 
occur to force us to examine issues of vio-
lence here at home. 
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